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Headline Announcement  

The ATO has publically announced it will commence extensive data collection including names, addresses and other 
details pertaining to visa holders, their sponsors, and migration agents for the period from 1 July 2013 to 30 
June 2017 (the focus period) from the Department of Immigration and Border Protection.  

These records will be electronically matched with certain sections of ATO data holdings and will be used in ATO risk 
detection models to select populations for administrative action relating to tax return integrity, income tax and goods 
and services tax non-compliance and fraud.  

Purpose and Objectives   

The ATO’s purpose of the data matching program is to ensure that taxpayers are correctly meeting their taxation 
obligations. Its objectives are to ensure and improve voluntary compliance with registration, lodgement, correct 
reporting and payment of taxation and superannuation obligations. The program also aims to improve the integrity 
of the data on the Australian Business Register by cancelling ineligible registrants. 

The ATO believes there is an elevated level of risk relating to non-compliance and fraud associated with the visa 
holding population. The ATO has stated it “has a responsibility to protect the public revenue and to maintain 
community confidence in the integrity of the tax system…[the] data matching program will assist the ATO in 
investigating and taking steps to mitigate fraud on the Government’s revenue”.  

Number of Individuals Affected 

The data will be collected in respect of every individual in the “base population cohort” of active visa holders that 
have been granted one or more visas and stayed in Australia for any part or the whole focus period.  

It is estimated that records relating to approximately 1,000,000 individuals will be obtained. 

What Information will be Collected?  

The extensive data items that will be obtained are:   

 Address and contact history for visa applicants and sponsors 

 Full history of all granted visas (not limited by focus period) 
and all visa subclass names 

 Visa grant status by point in time within the focus period  

 All migration agents (visa application preparer who assisted 
or facilitated the process) 

 Address and contact history for migration agents 

 Sponsor details (457 visa) 

 Education providers (educational institution where the 
student visa holder intends to undertake their study) 

 History of international travel movements undertaken by visa 
holders (arrivals and departures) (not limited by focus period)  

 

 

If we can assist you in this regard, please do not hesitate to contact our tax advisory team on (07) 3391 5055. 
 
Disclaimer: This publication contains general information only and is not intended to constitute financial product advice. Any information provided or conclusions made, whether express or implied, do not take into account the investment 

objectives, financial situation and particular needs of an investor. It should not be relied upon as a substitute for professional advice. 
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MGD Insight 
 

Living in or working in Australia brings with it 
significant tax complexity and serious financial risks 
if you get it wrong. Australia has one of the most 
comprehensive tax systems in the world and it is 
diligently policed. We have been assisting foreign 
employees, investors and migrants navigate the 
Australian tax maze for many years now. For every 
foreign person entering or who has entered 
Australia, and their sponsors and migration agents 
facilitating this process, we strongly encourage 

seeking taxation advice relevant to your 
circumstances.  

 


